
APPEARANCES CAN BE DECEPTIVE 
 
What does a king look like? Our first thoughts may be of someone wearing a crown or a special set of clothes perhaps even 
something military. If we were to imagine a great and powerful king we might conjure a person of majestic bearing, physically 
strong; one who would draw our attention on walking into a room. 
 

Samuel was nearly fooled. Having been sent by God to the house of Jesse to appoint the new king it was Eliab who caught 
his eye. He must have been impressive and tall, but God said, ‘take no notice of his appearance or his height’. Samuel 
inspected all the sons of Jesse there in the house and realised that none of them had been chosen.  
 

The youngest, forgotten about, was sent for. A shepherd boy entered the house with fresh complexion, fine eyes and 
pleasant bearing. The fresh complexion was possibly due to the outdoor life; long stands in the cold and the wet – ruddy 
cheeks, a sign of rude weather. The fine eyes indicate he had the good looks of youth and his pleasant bearing perhaps 
mean he was smiling when he entered the room. 
 

David probably looked like any other young man called in from his outdoor work, mostly ignored but glad to come in out of the 
cold. He didn’t look like a king; walking into a room he didn’t make people sit up and pay attention. 
 

But he was the one.  
Samuel heard the voice of God in his heart and knew. The 
anointing of the lad sets him apart as the new king 
however unlikely his appearance. The only outward 
change was that he dripped oil – think of the dry cleaning 
bill!  
 
David became the greatest king in Israel’s history; a great 
military leader. Though he was laughed at by the gigantic 
Goliath who promised to turn him into ‘food for the birds’, it 
was the stripling David who won the day. 
 
Much of his genius as king stemmed from an honesty and 
humility that at times undermined his own position. Two of 
his sons turned against him and tried to seize his crown – 
David’s reaction was not that of a ruthless dictator but of a 
distressed father filled with self-doubt and regret. 
Infamously he seduced Bathsheba and used his power to 
do away with her husband Uriah – on being found out he 
did not silence his critics or hush things up; he repented. 
 
The story of David is the story of anyone who is ignored or 
underestimated – whatever the world may think it’s not the 
way God sees us; ‘the Lord looks at the heart’. When we 
feel that we are side-lined or dismissed as irrelevant we 
can take comfort in this truth; it is through the weak and 
powerless that the greatest achievements come about. 

 
It had not occurred to Jesse to present David to Samuel as a candidate for kingship. Being disregarded and unrecognised is 
found in the story of Jesus. Somehow, despite his wonders and his teachings there were plenty who paid him no attention.  
 

Was it his background? Nicodemus was told by the Pharisees that ‘prophets do not come from Galilee’ (John 7:51). Was it 
his appearance? Certainly he did not turn out in designer clothes or the trappings of the rich. One cannot help wonder what 
Jesus really looked like – it would not be surprising if the images that surround us bear little likeness to the Teacher who 
hailed from Nazareth. We create these images to inspire and to reflect our faith but it seems that many did not believe in him 
precisely because he looked so ordinary, so human.  
 

The unassuming and humble Jesus comes even now in a way that we can easily miss. It takes the eye of faith and the 
honesty of humble enquiry to recognise that in him God is among us. 
 

And what about us? 
 

In our present situation we may feel helpless and undermined. Uncertainty can sap our confidence and make us question 
how we shall get through the dangers and difficulties we face. It is then we should remember St. Paul’s message that when 

we are weak it is then we are strong – do not forget David. 
 



See this Sunday’s Readings; follow the Jarrow Catholic website prompts to access Universalis which provides the Readings 
for Mass for each day. 


